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July 10, 2002
To whom it may concern,
Endors?:ment Letter for International Youth Initiative

As Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to the United States of America, it is my
pleasure to both practically support and officially endorse Michigan Civics Institute’s
International Youth nitiative (IYT) as well as to encourage the participation of other
nations in this unique global opportunity for high school and university age students.

This initiativc, developed by Michigan Civics Institute in partnership with University of
Michigan’s Interactive Communications and Simulations Group, International Institute,
and Joint Initiatives Board, is scheduled to pilot in nations throughout the world in fall
2003.

‘What rhakes this initiative special is that it will enable the world’s youth to meaningfully
and effectively communicate with one another as well as to come together as one
collective voice to the United Nations.

By 2003, the world’s young people will have a platform and infrastructure to regularly
meet inj an unprecedented format. Not only will participating students sharc with cach
other the cultural, political, and economic happenings of their respective countries, but
they will also have ongoing discussions on the great global issues of the day.

The world’s young people will now be able 1o organize to articulate their global concerns
and points of view. 1 truly belicve that the International Youth Initiative will unite the
furure leaders of the world around a common set of values, ideas, and visions. 1t will
instill in them a global mindset and help them own their responsibilities as global
citizens. Our planet will be a more peaceful, prosperous place as a result.

We must prepare our young leaders for the global age.

Sincerely, ’

%%‘. fp@é’?f &
Dr. Ivan Grdesic

Croatian Ambassasdor to the
United States of America
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